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MOOT COURTS    
MOCK TRIALS

&

66  schools participated in the 2021 New York 

City Mock Trial Competition. In the New York 

City fi nals, Dalton High School was the fi rst-

place champion and High School of American 

Studies at Lehman College came in second 

place, with both schools advancing to compete 

at the New York State level. The High School of 

American Studies at Lehman College won the 

New York State Competition.  

Judge Richard J. Sullivan, Circuit Judge for the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Second Circuit, presided over the virtual New York City 

Mock Trial Tournament. The trial included opening arguments, direct and 

cross examination of six witnesses, and closing arguments. May 11, 2021.

Throughout the Second Circuit, there have been 

longstanding moot court and mock trial competitions 

operated through bar associations and non-profi t 

organizations. 

The New York State High School Mock Trial Program 

is a joint venture of the New York Bar Foundation, 

Justice Resource Center, and the Second Circuit. 

This year the mock trial and moot court competitions 

were held virtually.  High school students have the 

opportunity to gain fi rst-hand knowledge of civil/

criminal law and courtroom procedures through these 

programs, and thousands of students participate 

each year.  Objectives of the tournaments include: 

teaching students ethics, civility, and professionalism; 

furthering students’ understanding of the law, 

court procedures, and the legal system; improving 

profi ciency in communication skills such as listening, 

speaking, reading, and reasoning; promoting better 

communication and cooperation between the school 

community and members of the legal profession; and 

stimulating interest in law-related careers.
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JUDICIARY AND THE ARTS
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School, New York, NY.
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 by A.H. , 11th Grade, Millennium High School, New 

York, NY.

Judiciary and the Arts is a project with the Justice Resource Center and the New York City Department of 

Education Offi ce of Arts and Special Projects. The Matisse Foundation has provided support to the Justice 

Resource Center for this project. The goals of the project are to introduce students to the organization and 

functions of the federal judiciary, and to encourage students to learn about the historic and present-day role 

of the federal courts in the development of the law in the United States through the visual arts.

This year, students prepared a visual representation of one of 

four subjects:

1. The life and pre-judicial career of Supreme Court Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who was born in Brooklyn and was 

the Supreme Court justice for the Second Circuit.

2. The life and career of Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 

Marshall, for whom the Second Circuit Court of Appeals 

courthouse in Manhattan is named. 

3. One of four famous trials for which the Reenactments 

Subcommittee has created reenactment scripts:

-  Meredith v. Fair;

-  Susan Russo v. Central School District No. 1;

-  The Heart Mountain Draft Resisters;

-  The Amistad.

4. A courthouse or courtroom of the future. 
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CONSTITUTION AND CITIZENSHIP DAY

Judge Vera M. Scanlon, Magistrate Judge for the Eastern District of New York, presides over a naturalization ceremony via Zoom. July 29, 2020.

Constitution and Citizenship Day is observed each year on September 17 to commemorate the signing 

of the Constitution on September 17, 1787, and to recognize all naturalized citizens. In lieu of in-person 

activities in courthouses, which were on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual materials were created, 

and made available on the Justice for All website, to support distance and classroom learning throughout 

the month of September. A video about the naturalization process and naturalization ceremonies across 

the Second Circuit, introduced by United States Magistrate Judge Vera M. Scanlon, is available here: 

https://justiceforall.ca2.uscourts.gov/constitution_and_citizenship_month_2020.html.

A video series about the history of the United States Constitution is also available on the Justice for All

website. In the videos, Professor Christopher Riano, Executive Director of the Civic Education Center and 

Lecturer in Constitutional Law and Government at Columbia University, describes early problems with the 

Articles of Confederation, the Constitutional Convention of 1787, the ratifi cation process, and the fi rst 

constitutional amendments.

Hosted 8 Teacher 
Professional Development 

Days for over 200 New 
York City public school 

teachers.

Teacher 
Professional 

Development

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Middle and high school teachers in New York attended a four-day virtual summer Teachers Institute where they 

heard from several experts in the legal fi eld, including First Amendment attorney Floyd Abrams. June 28, 2021.

Justice for All offered several teacher professional 

development opportunities this year as part of its 

ongoing commitment to providing teachers with 

resources and ideas to bring civic education into 

their classrooms.  

Justice for All hosted a four-session virtual teacher 

professional development series 

throughout spring 2021 for 

middle and high school teachers 

around the Circuit. District and 

circuit judges, law professors, and 

attorneys presented on numerous 

topics, including copyright law, 

federal criminal sentencing, 

employment law, and federal 

jurisdiction. 

United States District Judge Mary Kay Vyskocil 

and United States Magistrate Judge Sarah L. 

Cave coordinated a virtual four-day Teachers 

Institute for New York City and Syracuse teachers. 

The Teachers Institute, held annually since 2016 

(with the exception of 2020 due to the COVID-19 

pandemic), provides a comprehensive high school 

civic education program that can be brought into 

the classroom.  This year’s virtual Teachers Institute 

was based on “The Constitution Works: Denver 

Dispatch” civic education program. Featured 

speakers at the Institute included renowned First 

Amendment attorney Floyd 

Abrams and leading appellate 

advocate Kathleen Sullivan. The 

Institute concluded with a mock 

Supreme Court argument, argued 

by the teacher participants and 

judged by United States District 

Judge for the Southern District of 

New York John P. Cronan, United 

States District Judge for the 

Eastern District of New York Diane 

Gujarati, and United States District Judge for the 

Southern District of New York Lewis A. Liman.
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LAW DAY 2021
Law Day, celebrated annually on May 1, is a national day designated to celebrate the rule of law. Law 

Day provides an opportunity to understand how the law and the legal process protect our liberty, strive 

to achieve justice, and contribute to the freedoms that all Americans share. Each year, Justice for All: 

Courts and the Community sponsors Law Day programs and creates educational content for students and 

teachers aligned with the national Law Day theme. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Law Day 2021 

activities were conducted virtually and adapted to the distance learning environment.

The 2021 Law Day theme was “Advancing the Rule of Law Now.” Several events were held virtually around 

the Second Circuit to celebrate the 2021 national Law Day theme:

In Connecticut, District Judge Michael P. Shea participated virtually in a Law Day program with tenth grade 

comparative government students at the CREC Metropolitan Learning Center for Global and International 

Studies in Bloomfi eld. Judge Shea spoke about Law Day and different aspects of the rule of law, using 

materials prepared by the American Bar Association and Justice for All: Courts and the Community. Judge 

Shea participated in a Q&A session with the class of approximately 20 students.

In New York, William Cullen Bryant High School, located in Queens, New York, hosted a special Law Day 

program featuring a virtual conversation with alumna Thursday Williams, who performed in the Broadway 

show, “What the Constitution Means to Me.” During high school, Ms. Williams extensively studied the 

rule of law through the Justice Resource Center curriculum, and as a participant in Legal Outreach and the 

Sonia and Celina Sotomayor Judicial Internship Program. Luke Young, Assistant Principal of William Cullen 

Bryant, said, “getting the chance to have a conversation with my former student, Thursday Williams, makes 

me truly see the impact that civics-related education has on our students. I know that she is going to have 

a profound, positive impact on world. She is putting all things we learned ‘in the classroom’ into action. As 

we continue our work with students, it’s important to foster these amazing partnerships and see that they 

fl ourish. This collaboration is producing a new generation of civic-minded young people who will lead us 

well into the mid-21st Century.”

Throughout the Second Circuit, teachers brought real-life civics into their virtual classrooms when federal 

judges and volunteer attorneys teamed up to discuss this year’s Law Day theme, “Advancing the Rule of 

Law Now.”  Members of the Subcommittee on Civic Education and Speakers’ Bureau, together with the 

Second Circuit Library, developed online teaching materials and resources to support distance learning 

that were used during virtual school visits. These materials can be found here: https://justiceforall.ca2.

uscourts.gov/law_day2021.html.

Luke Young, Assistant Principal of William Cullen Bryant High School and alumna 

Thursday Williams discussed the rule of law and advice for high school students 

via Zoom. April 29, 2021.
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PROBATION AND PRETRIAL SERVICES
The U.S. Probation and Pretrial Services Offi ce for the Southern District of New York is responsible for 

conducting pre-trial investigations of individuals charged with federal crimes and preparing pre-sentence 

reports of individuals convicted of federal crimes. They also supervise individuals sentenced to probation 

or those released under supervised release. The Offi ce serves the following counties in New York State: 

Manhattan, Bronx, Westchester, Rockland, Orange, Putnam, Sullivan, and Dutchess.

The S.D.N.Y Offi ce produced an educational video series about the work of probation offi cers. Justice for 

All has posted these videos to the Justice for All website so that the public can learn about probation work 

by watching videos of probation offi cers describing what they do and role-playing common scenarios that 

arise in their work. The videos can be found here: https://justiceforall.ca2.uscourts.gov/probation_in_the_

federal_courts.html.
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FINANCIAL LITERACY

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS
VIEWS FROM THE BENCH: AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE 
FEDERAL COURTS

Judge Joseph F. Bianco, Circuit Judge for the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Second Circuit, presented “Views from the Bench: An Inside Look at 

the Federal Courts” to patrons of the Deer Park Public Library. July 9, 2021.

Credit Abuse Resistance Education (CARE) was founded by now-retired Bankruptcy 

Judge John Ninfo of the Western District of New York. It is a national non-profi t 

fi nancial education outreach program with which Justice for All partners.

For several years, bankruptcy judges from within the Second Circuit, attorneys, and fi nancial experts have 

joined together with CARE to educate adults about fi nancial responsibility and improve their fi nancial literacy. 

Attendees include: 

• Senior citizens 

• Veterans 

• Domestic violence survivors 

• Students 

• Individuals with intellectual challenges 

• Individuals newly arrived in the United States

Members of the Subcommittee on Adult Education Programs/CARE also offered fi nancial literacy programs 

for people living in a Syracuse halfway house and as a component to the Northern District of New York’s re-

entry program. The program focused on budget, credit, and student loan obligations.

Second Circuit Judge Joseph F. Bianco discussed the 

selection process for federal judges, cases and issues 

litigated on Long Island, and the challenges facing 

our criminal justice system in this program that has 

been offered at public libraries in Nassau and Suffolk 

Counties since June 2018. During the COVID-19 

pandemic, several public libraries virtually hosted the 

program on Zoom.
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