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By Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann, Second Circuit Court of Appeals
This is — for all — an unsettling time. Amidst the feelings of joy surrounding the success that graduation
connotes, there is, I know, understandable anxiety: concern about those who have been afflicted with the
COVID-19 virus, sadness about those you have lost, concern about the economy, about the job market. All
of those feelings are real and felt for good reason.

The current crisis will pass, I am sure. I am confident you will fully be able to realize the fruits of your law
school labors, and with a Fordham Law School degree, you will continue to achieve greatly.

Think of your ancestors, who had to endure depressions, flu epidemics, wars, persecution. They overcame,
they triumphed. Indeed, that you are here today is their ultimate triumph. And, you will triumph as well.

Think of graduates of Fordham Law School, who in past generations had to face challenges beyond their control, for instance, the graduates of the greatest
generation of World War II, who emerged even stronger, and became leaders in private practice and public service.

Life is full of uncertainty. Indeed, if there is anything that is certain, it is uncertainty — the vagaries that hit us when we least expect them, the challenges that were
unforeseen. As lawyers, you are especially well-equipped to deal with uncertainty. You are trained to confront and solve problems, to think analytically about the best
way forward. You learn about patience, about navigating complex procedural thickets, about having the fortitude and resoluteness to deal with seemingly intractable
problems.

With uncertainty comes opportunity. Life is not a straight line of predictable events. For all of us, there are ups and downs, departures from plans. What we thought at
one moment in time would be our precise path comes unhinged in moments like these, of crisis.

That is where opportunity comes in, where uncertainty can spawn opportunity. For crisis can jangle settled expectations and force us to think freshly about our futures
in ways that we would not have imagined. Someday, you will look back on these difficult moments and reflect on how your lives may have changed, how the risks that
you undertook in the face of uncertainty led to fulfilling professional adventures.

Indeed, in crisis or not, I urge you, as newly minted lawyers, to follow your passions, to not be afraid to take the road less travelled, to be open and curious. That is
the path, ultimately, to a fulfilling career.

The COVID crisis reinforces that there are many in society without your advantages, whose vulnerabilities are particularly acute. As lawyers, you can do much to serve
those in legal need, who lack the resources to have their day in court — whether it be the immigrant, or the person in danger of eviction, or someone else in
desperate legal need.

In the months and years ahead, your talents and energies will be needed more than ever. Addressing you today is a special privilege because I have the conviction
that not only will you succeed in whatever you do — as lawyers in private practice or in government or in nonprofits or in academia — but you will also point all of us
to a better way, having endured the current crisis.

And, as my father would say to me, I wish for you all that you wish for yourselves and more. Thank you.
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