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The pages that follow report on the wide-ranging activities during the preceding year of Justice For All:
Courts and the Community, a civic education initiative of the federal courts of the Second Circuit. In
2014, I launched this circuit-wide project to increase public understanding of the role and operations of
the courts and to bring courts closer to the community. Judge Victor Marrero of the Southern District
of New York co-chairs the project. Justice for All encompasses two principal approaches: we seek to
bring the communities to the courts, and the courts to the communities. In the words of the project’s
mission statement: “we seek to encourage, develop, and support programs in civic education for all
members of the public, especially students, and to engage the community through outreach efforts.”
With the active participation of judges, court staff, educators, members of the bar and community
organizations, working through several committees, Justice For All encompasses a variety of programs –
student and community field trips to the courthouse; moot courts and mock trials for students; learning
centers and library labs; support for efforts to enhance school curriculum about the law and justice
system; teachers institutes; Constitution Day/Citizenship Day and Law Day programs; essay contests;
reenactment programs of important cases; financial literacy programs; jury service; and a speakers
bureau. This First Annual Report describes the enormous efforts that have been devoted to the project
by so many people, and the impressive progress that the initiative has achieved in all its activities to
date. Judge Marrero and I are profoundly grateful to all those who have given so generously of their time
to make this project such a vibrant reality. It is a great privilege to work together with such dedicated
persons. We welcome the participation of those not yet involved who, on reading the report, find areas
of engagement. In the course of the year, you can follow the activities of the project on the Justice For
All website: www.justiceforall.ca2.uscourts.gov.
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JRC is a New York-based non-profit group funded by the New York
City Department of Education that develops law-related curriculum
and other programs for public schools and units of public education
departments. http://jrcnyc.org/
2
A grant from the Leon Levy Foundation has supported Russell
Wheeler’s contributions on Justice for All: Courts and the Community.

Courts welcomed over 85,000 new citizens
at more than 500 naturalization ceremonies
throughout the circuit.

September 16, 2016
Naturalization ceremonies were held at iconic sites in
celebration of Constitution Day and Citizenship Day.

Ellis Island
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From 53 Countries.

Eastern District of
New York
Candidates Naturalized.
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Second Circuit Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann administers
the oath of allegiance at a naturalization ceremony on Ellis
Island, September 16, 2016.

2016 EDNY
Citizenship/
Naturalization
Day. Theodore
Roosevelt US
Courthouse.
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Students from William Cullen Bryant High
School during inaugural “New York City
School Visit to the Courthouse” event.
March, 2016.

6,000
students from 175

More then

schools visited our
courthouses.
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partnered with federal judges. Teachers
participated in a mock hearing at the
end of the program.
Students from the Friends Seminary participate in a moot
court. Thurgood Marshall Courthouse, December 12, 2016.

NYC high school
teachers attend
a library seminar.
Thurgood Marshall
Courthouse, April 20,
2016.
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The JRC, again with assistance from the Civic
Education subcommittees and the Circuit Executive’s
office, also organized a Professional Development Day
program in March 2017 for 26 New York City public
school teachers at the Thurgood Marshall Courthouse.
The Northern District hosted students for a discussion
of the federal courts and the U.S. Constitution, including

Courts hosted numerous student contests, including
mock trials and moot courts throughout the circuit.

Student argues during National
High School Mock Trial Competition,
Hartford Courthouse, May 11, 2017.

The 2017 National High School Mock Trial Competition was hosted at
the Hartford Courthouse. Over

600 students comprising 46 teams

participated from throughout the United

States, Guam,
South Korea, and Northern Mariana Islands.

Students from Hunter College High School
celebrate advancing to 2017 New York
State Mock Trial FInals at the Daniel Patrick
Moynihan Courthouse, May 3, 2017. Photo
credit: Justin Carlisle, Justice Resource
Center.

High school students gather on the field of Dunkin Donuts
Park during opening ceremony of 2017 National High
School Mock Trial Competition. Hartford, CT, May 10, 2017.

Students from Forest Hills High School
and Bronx High School of Science
particpate in the 2016 MENTOR Moot
Court competition, Thurgood Marshall
Courthouse, December 15, 2016.
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York to preside over the final four rounds of the 2017
New York City Mock Trial Competition at the Thurgood
Marshall Courthouse in Manhattan. Additionally, a oneweek advocacy summer program offered in the Central
Islip federal courthouse, in cooperation with Touro Law
School in July, will repeat a similar project launched
during the summer of 2016.
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90

Approximately
students from
high schools on Long Island
participated in a one-week advocacy
program at the EDNY Central Islip
courthouse.

23

Students participate in a reenactment
of The Amistad case at the Thurgood
Marshall Courthouse, June 6, 2016.

Reenactments
Reenactments of historic court proceedings constitute

Scripts are now available on:

an effective and popular teaching tool. The Reenactments
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The Trial of Ethel Rosenberg

various settings. Accompanying the scripts are slides of historic
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The Trial of Susan B. Anthony

photographs, drawings, and documents to be projected
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Twenty-two Lewd Chinese Women

during the performances. The website provides instructions for
using the scripts, additional resources about the cases, and lists
recent prior performances of the scripts.
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spaces

providing

exhibits

about
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in the fall of 2017 on the fifth
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illuminating the “Second Circuit in

Justice for All Website
Released by the Court of Appeals in April

others, as well as judges and court staff—

2016, the Justice for All website provides

within the Second Circuit and nationally—

teachers, students, lawyers, journalists and

information about the federal judicial system,
the courts of the Second Circuit, and Justice for
All’s components and activities. It is a project
principally of the Civic Education Committee’s
Media and Public Outreach Subcommittee,
working with the Director of the Second Circuit
Library and Research Center and the Center’s
head of Research and Education. The website
features descriptions of the Civic Education
initiative’s components and includes a Circuitwide calendar of civic education events.

justiceforall.ca2.uscourts.gov

